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An Octagon was a unique house  

style briefly popular in the 1850s in  

the United States and Canada. They  

are characterized by an octagonal  

(eight-sided) plan, and often feature 

a flat roof and a veranda all round.  

Their unusual shape and appearance,  

quite different from the ornate pitch- 

ed-roof houses typical of the peri- 

od, can generally be traced to the  

influence of one man, amateur arch- 

itect and lifestyle pundit Orson  

Squire Fowler. Although there are  

other octagonal houses worldwide,  

the term octagon house usually re- 

fers specifically to octagonal houses  

built in North America during this  

period, and up to the early 1900s. 

 

 

 

Additional information can be found  

at the Wisconsin Historical Society's  

website:  

https://www.wisconsinhistory.org/Records/Property/HI138105 

 

And at the Property Records for the City of Marshfield, Wood County, WI: 

County, WI:  http://assessordata.org/reports/6942272743493.pdf 
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