
501 S. Central 

In 1893 G. R. “Gustave” Gustafson and his wife,                                                                                                                                                                           

Christina, came to Marshfield and successfully en-

gaged in the mercantile business.  They rented loca-

tions for their first two stores.  The first being at 130 

S. Central Ave. and the second one in February of 

1894 was located on the northwest corner of S. Cen-

tral and 5th Street.  Realizing he needed more space, 

in 1902, Mr. Gustafson started construction of a two-

story brick building with a foundation of 24 x 70 feet 

in size, on the southeast corner of South Central Ave-

nue and Fifth Street.  By July of that year, Mr. 

Gustafson had all but the interior work completed 

and completed the remainder in 1903.  In January 

1917, after declaring bankruptcy, the store was 

bought by his second wife, Victoria.  By August 1917 

the Weber brothers had purchased the Farmer’s Econ-

omy Store in the Gustafson building and operated it in 

conjunction with their store at 127 South Central Ave.  

Shortly after the Father John Eisen Council of the Knights of Columbus was started in Marshfield in 1915, the 

upstairs served as their original headquarters and club rooms until the mid 1930’s.  In January of 1928, W. H. 

Ludwig owned an agricultural store there and hosted the 10th Annual Advance-Rumley Power Farming 

School upstairs (first time in the history of Marshfield that one of these schools were held here.)  Sometime 

prior to May 1932, it became the Wood County Hardware Store.  In October 1934, John Bingen purchased the 

building and converted it to John’s Tavern, until 1942 when Joe Biechler rented the business and renamed it 

Joe’s Old Heidelberg in 1943.  In December of that year, Joe opened Joe’s Café which was managed by Mr. & 

Mrs. Leonard Dorst.  Then July 4, 1945, S. C. Pepper 

opened Pep’s Lunch in Bingen’s Tavern, which also 

had dancing upstairs.  In 1946, Larry and Jerry’s 

Café served lunches there, but was closed Tuesdays 

due to the meat shortage.  In 1954, Julie Kondrasuk 

purchased the property and opened it as Julie’s Bar 

and Grill until when in July 1969, it was purchased by 

Ronald Ridgley who later named it The Clinique.  An-

other historical moment in Marshfield’s history, was 

when Marvin C. Strohman, a Marshfield firefighter, 

responded to a fire at The Clinique on May 12, 1981 

and suffered a fatal heart attack.  He was the only 

Marshfield firefighter ever, to lose his life while in the 

line of duty.  In 1991 Scott Joerns and David Fischer 

purchased the building and opened Crabby Dave’s.  

Although the name remains the same, it was pur-

chased in 2009 by Dave and Lyn Steinmetz, who continue to run it. 

 

 

 

 

 

G. R. Gustafson General Merchandise located on the south-

east corner of 5th and South Central Avenue.  Listed in 1898, 

1904, 1908 and 1915 city directories.  No longer listed by 

1931.   (photo from North Wood County Historical Society) 

 

 
Crabby Dave’s, 2019 
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Conservative progress has been the 
maxim that has placed the general 
merchandise store of G. R. Gustaf-
son in the front rank in its line, and 
no house in the city enjoys more 
thoroughly the confidence and good 
will of the people.  Mr. Gustafson 
has been in business here for 10 
years and he has constantly aimed to 
conduct his business upon the 
soundest and highest principles of 
mercantile honor, handling goods of 
the best quality and selling them at 
prices that command attention and 
their merits have met with their just 
appreciation.  Here will be found a 
choice selection of groceries, canned 
and bottled goods, provisions, sea-
sonable fruits and vegetables; a line 
of staple dry goods, men’s garments, 
hats, caps, boots and shoes.  Every-
thing in the way of field, garden and 
flower seeds is carried and top prices 
are paid for country produce.  Dur-
ing the time Mr. Gustafson has been 
in business his methods have formed 
a bond of confidence between him-
self and the public.  You will always 
find his goods just as represented 
and his every statement sustained. 

(from the Marshfield Times, July 25, 1902) 
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G. R. Gustafson, the down town merchant, loves to listen to a good story. They act on him like laughing gas and when he 

is real tickled he could undergo a mild operation like having his hair cut off without flinching. On one of the foggy 

mornings of last week we met him on the walk holding his sides as though he had a pain somewhere inside his slats. 

When asked if he had been coughing he said no, just laughing and then he went on to tell what it was about. Just before 

our meeting, a friend of his told him a story which if remembered rightly was about an old German that had been ar-

rested for shooting a dog. In the course of the trial the judge asked him if he had shot the dog in self defense. "No" said 

the German "I shot him in der back end of the woodshed and throwed him over de fence." That was one of the stories 

that gave him convulsions and the other one was about two men, an Irishman and a Dane that were going to be hung by a 

vigilance committee.  The event was to take place on a bridge which spanned a river. The Irishman was to hang first but 

when he was cast overboard, the noose came untied and falling into the water he swam ashore. As they were putting the 

noose about the Dane's neck he said to the leader of the gang "ay want no fooling mit me. You make good strong knot in 

the rope for ay can't swim." No doubt this is why Gus always maintains that you can't fool a Dane. 
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Have you heard about the "Gustafson Special"? If you haven't, now is your chance. It was the longest special train that 

ever passed through Marshfield, and the only one in the history of the state which ever carried just a single passenger. 

Listen and see. Gus Gustafson, the large and genial proprietor of the cash store at the corner of South Central avenue and 

Fifth street, took a notion last week that he would go up to Chippewa Falls and visit some of his Scandinavian friends, 

and incidentally do a little summer skiing at the Northern fair. Though the reports were that the Chippewa fair was an 

awful frost this year, Gustafson was not scared and when he learned that the Soo road would run a special train Thursday 

morning from Stevens Point to Chippewa he shook hands with himself and determined to go on that train. Like Tom 

Sawyer getting up early to see the circus come in, Gustafson awoke in the gray of the morning and after his coffee rolled 

down to the depot and waited for the train. It did not pull into the station but he finally discovered it in the yards, where 

it was apparently waiting for a crowd. There were fifteen coaches. "Here's your crowd." said Gus to the conductor as he 

swung aboard, "If this train is ever going to Chippewa it better get a start on," and when the conductor saw who was talk-

ing he gave the high sign to the engineer and out they moved without stopping to see whether anyone else was waiting or 

not. Gustafson had fifteen coaches all to himself and it is stated upon good authority that they were all used that night on 

the return trip although he was the only passenger. 
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Purchase Farmers’ Economy Store 

 

Monday a deal was consummated between Weber Bros., of which Hubert and Herbert are members, and Jerry Blodgett 

by which the Economy store which was recently opened up in the Gustafson building on Central avenue and Fifth street 

was purchased by these enterprising young men.  They also purchased the Blodgett store located at New Richmond of 

which Gene Sartell, formerly of this city, was manager.  They intend to move the stock of the New Richmond store to 

this city and discontinue that branch altogether for the future.  This stock will be brought here and placed in the store 

now occupied by the old stand. 

  

The brothers took possession of the new store Tuesday morning with Herbert Weber in charge.  It will be a strictly cash 

store with a discount for this form of payment.  Delivery will be made from both stores as in the past.  A competent 

bookkeeper will take charge as soon as room can be provided for in the old store.  This purchase was made necessary by 

the increasing business experienced during the past year. 
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About the first general store encountered in Marshfield 

after leaving the Northwestern depot is the one of G. R. 

Gustafson at the former of East Fifth and Central avenue.  

The store has been in opera-

tion 13 years and occupies a 

conspicuous and convenient 

location.  A fine family trade 

is enjoyed, and the firm car-

ries a complete line of dry 

goods, clothing, hats, caps, 

shoes, notions, groceries, 

rugs, carpets and other goods 

usually found in a first-class 

general store.  There is a good 

variety to select from and the 

quality in each line is the very 

best. 

(from Marshfield Illustrated, 1905) 
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MITCHELL A. SKURZEWSKI                                                                                      

 USA TODAY NETWORK-WISCONSIN 

 

MARSHFIELD - One of the oldest buildings in downtown  

Marshfield underwent a recent facelift and has re-opened.  
 

Visitors to the renovated space will be greeted with a replaced 

ceiling, new LED lighting and fresh decor such as new curtains  

and freshly painted walls.  
 

Crabby Dave’s closed Jan. 1 and re-opened Wednesday to wait 

on licenses as building owners Dave and Lyn Steinmetz took  

over the restaurant and bar as well. The previous owners were  

Dave and Mary Fischer; Mary is staying on as an employee and  

will help run the kitchen, Lyn Steinmetz said.  
 

Crabby Dave’s was started in 1991 and named after Dave 

Fischer.    
 

Fischer leased the restaurant space from the Steinmetzes in 2011.  

The Steinmetzes used the 12 days Crabby Dave’s was closed to  

make some improvements and spruce up the place, particularly  

the dining area, which seats 42 people.  
 

The menu remains the same, but there could be changes coming. The Steinmetzes are split on that.  
 

“My husband is more of a meat and potatoes guy, big portions, where I want a smaller appetite portion that offers health-

ier options to at least give them the option,” Lyn said.  
 

The restaurant’s hours have changed. It will be open from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday, closed Sunday 

and Monday. 
 

The changes are quality additions and modern moves, as Lyn Steinmetz said she “likes to keep their finger on the pulse.” 

But the Steinmetzes also are well aware of the history of the building, having owned it since 2009, and Crabby Dave’s, 

which was established in 1991. 
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Lyn Steinmetz poses in front of Crabby Dave's logo in front of the 

dining area on Friday at Crabby Dave's Restaurant and Lounge. 

Crabby Daves, 21 Apr 1991 

Photo from the Lorraine Markee Collection 



“We want to be quirky, fun and different,” Lyn said. “We want it to be like 

Cheers, where guests are comfortable and recognized. We want the bar to 

continue to be quirky, fun and different. We have some regulars, but would 

love to have more regulars. We might not know your name the first few 

times, but we’re good with faces.” 
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The Crabby Dave's original logo, left, and new 

logo is part of historic pictures and information 

on the wall in Crabby Dave's Restaurant & 

Lounge.  
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