
166 S Central Ave  

 
In 1884, Joseph Kohl had a bakery at this location, which burned in the 
1887 fire of Marshfield.  The site remained empty until in 1893, when Al-
bert Bartmann purchased the lot from Joseph Kohl, who had rebuilt his 
bakery one door to the north.   Mr. Bartmann built a new brick building 
and moved his shoe business from 116 S. Central to the new store at 130 
S. Central.  Mr. Bartmann remained open until 1905 when he sold out to 
the Paulsen Shoe Company.  Over the next seven years, it was taken over 
by B. W. Fitzgerald Tayloring & Dry Cleaning and H. B. Parker Shoes.  In 
1912 there was even a Pool Room in the building.  In 1913 the remaining 
stock of H. B. Parker Shoes was sold to William H. Voss who opened a store 
at 313 S. Central Ave. and on January 22, 1913, Albert Plath’s Vienna Bak-
ery opened.  Then in July of 1929 a fire broke out, closing the Vienna Bak-
ery.  The Adler family, soon after, acquired the building, expanding it so 
that it stretched to the alleyway adjacent to the Charles Hotel and contin-
ued to run the Adler Bakery in the building until it was sold in 1966.  In 
1970, the Jerry Morzinski’s family acquires the building and opens Jerold’s 
Clothing until closing the store in 2004, at which time Kim Hartley and Jeff 
Kleiman purchased the building, doing extensive renovation and moved 
Thimbleberry Books there in 2005, from their former site at 132 S. Central 
Ave.  Thimbleberry Books still remains there today. 

1884 (Nov.) Sanborn Insurance Map 

Block H, Marshfield, WI 

Location of Kohl Bakery in 1884 



 

Marshfield News-Herald, Marshfield, WI, 

January 24, 1948 



 

1887 (Oct.) Sanborn Insurance Map 

Block H, Marshfield, WI 

No Building has been 

built on this location after 

the fire as of this time. 



 

1891 (Nov.) Sanborn Insurance Map 

Block H, Marshfield, WI 

No Building has been 

built on this location after 

the fire as of this time. 

166 South Central Avenue 
Built between 1891 and 1898, this simple two-story, brick Commercial 

Vernacular commercial building has Italianate style details and a later 

Art Deco store front.  The cornice is a parapet featuring recessed courses 

of brick and corbels.  Beneath the corbels is a course of bricks set on 

angle creating a dog-tooth pattern.  While the second story windows 

have been filled in to accommodate modern standard size window sash, 

the shouldered, segmentally arched lintels of contrasting brick are still 

highly visible. 

 

The street level storefront was remodeled with a structural glass veneer, 

perhaps between 1912 and 1925 when the occupants of the building 

changed from a pool room to a bakery.  The black glass veneer extends 

from ground level to a point almost halfway up the façade.  The glass 

show window and recessed entrance are features fro the same period.  

The alteration was done within the historic period of significance for the 

Central Avenue Historic District, and is itself a contributing feature of 

the building. 

(Excerpted from the National Register of Historic Places Registration 

Form, page 6.  file:///C:/Users/Mother/Documents/Local%20History%

20stuff/Brochure%20Folders/National%20Register%20Applications/

District%20Central%20National%20Register%20Application.pdf) 

C:/Users/Mother/Documents/Local History stuff/Brochure Folders/National Register Applications/District Central National Register Application.pdf
C:/Users/Mother/Documents/Local History stuff/Brochure Folders/National Register Applications/District Central National Register Application.pdf
C:/Users/Mother/Documents/Local History stuff/Brochure Folders/National Register Applications/District Central National Register Application.pdf


 

The Marshfield News and Wisconsin Hub, Marshfield, Wisconsin, 06 Jun 1895, Thu Page 5 

 

New and complete line of the celebrated Nelson's line custom made shoes for men at A. Bart-

man's. Every pair warranted. Bartman is the leading shoe dealer.  
  



 

1898 (Jan.) Sanborn Insurance Map 

Block H, Marshfield, WI 

Bartmann Shoe Store was 

built in 1893 and now 

shows up on the map. 

1904 (June) Sanborn Insurance Map 

Block H, Marshfield, WI 

Bartmann Shoe Store is 

closed in 1905.  Map 

shows B & S at the loca-

tion, meaning Paulsen 

Shoes could be at the 

location. 



 

1912 (Dec.) Sanborn Insurance Map 

Block H, Marshfield, WI 

The B & S is no longer at 

the location, but the Pool 

is now showing. 
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